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From the Business Car 

by Pete Jelito, General Superintendent John Bruno 1989 Man of the Year 

To all of you a Happy New Year and best 
wishes for good health and success. 

The Awards Banquet was held at T&J Restau
rant and it was a pleasure for me to give awards to 
deserving members. The guest speaker for the 
evening was Dick Noonan who eloquently spoke 
about the Southern Pacific RR and Donner Pass. His 
slides drove home the full impact of the arduous 
snow removal task in the pass. 

Now that the holidays are over we are again 
ready to get 
busy on our 
various proj
ects. If anyone 
has reason to 
turn on track or 
switch machine 
power check 
first with the 
electrical 
department 
Apparently 
there have been 
some close calls 
with electricity. 
Respect the 
blue flag when 
it is posted. 

General Superintendent Pete Jelito (I.) and Assistant Superintendent 
John Lutz (r.) present the 1989 Man of the Year trophy and certificate to 
John Bruno. 

The highlight of the Annual Awards banquet on 
January 17th was the presentation of the traditional 
trophy and certificate for Man of the Year to John 
Bruno (see photo this page). John is only the third 
two-time winner of the prestigious award. (Do you 
know who the other two-time winners are?) 

When interviewed by the Spur John humbly 
said, 'There were many others who deserved the 
award. I am truly grateful and I do thank you." 

An achievement award was presented to Earl 
France for putting 
on two Open House 
events in the same 
calendar year (see 
photo on page 2). 
Until about 12 
years ago the 
Highland Pacific 
held two open 
houses each year in 
May and Novem
ber. When in
formed of this 
tradition Earl said, 
"Oh yeah? Well 
the tradition ends 
here!" 

I will try to 
arrange a trip to the San Diego Model Railroad Club 
in San Diego's Balboa Park. We should be able to 
take some rolling stock to show off and run while 
helping out with their layout. Date will be a Saturday 
in early April for a one-day outing. 

25 Year Service 
20 Year Service 
15 Year Service 
15 Year Service 
10 Year Service 
10 Year Service 
5 Year Service 

Other awards 
were presented to: 

Bill Chappell 
Don George 
Arie Korporaal 
Larry Reed 
Cliff Bender 
Ray Olesen 
Jim Keena 



CALENDAR 

January 1,1990 New Year's Day 
Happy New Year from HPRR!! 

January 3, Wednesday 
Operations; continue to break-in those Christmas 
presents 

January 10, Wednesday 
Quarterly Business Meeting 

January 13, Saturday 
6:30 p.m., Annual Awards Banquet 
T&Js Restaurant 

January 17, Wednesday 
Work night 
Board Meeting 

January 24 and 31, Wednesdays 
Work nights 

February 7, Wednesday 
Work night 

February 14, Wednseday 
Work night 
Board of Directors meeting 

February 17, Saturday 
Inland Emprie Train Collector's Association 
and Roundhouse Gang Model Railroad Club 
Model Railroad Swap Meet; 8:00 a.m.-12 p.m. 
Cope Jr. High School; 1000 Cypress, Redlands 
714/798-5408 information (after 6 p.m.) 

February 21, Wednesday 
Long Range 
Planning Session 
for all members 

February 28, 
Wednesday 

Full operating 
night-every 
member needed 

March 7, 
Wednesday 

Operating night 
Every member 
needed 

Plans for "Bullet" Train Pick Up 
Speed 

The following is the text of an article by TimDalhberg, The 
Associated Press, dated, Friday, January 5,1990, which 
appeared in The Phoenix Gazette. 

LAS VEGAS—Two companies have expressed 
formal interest in building a superspeed train system 
that would whisk passengers between southern 
California and Las Vegas in about an hour. 

A German and a French company both put up 
initial $5,000 deposits and announced their intention 
to submit bids on the train, which backers hope will 
link Las Vegas and Orange County with trains 
running up to 300 mph by 1997. 

"This is a monumental occasion," said Arnie 
Adamsen, a Las Vegas city councilman and chairman 
of the California-Nevada Superspeed Train Commis
sion. "Everything up to this point has been specula
tion and theory. Now we have actual dollars in
volved from the private sector." 

The two companies, Transrapid International, a 
German company which is bidding in conjunction 
with the Bechtel Corp., and TGV, a subsidiary of the 
French national railroad, must submit their proposals 
along with another $495,000 to the commission by 
July 15. 

Commissioners expect to award a conditional 
franchise to finance, construct and operate the system 
by the end of the year, with construction set to begin 
by 1993. The request for bids followed the earlier 
selection of the Anaheim area as the southern 
California terminus of the proposed train system. 

Earl France receives his award from General Superintendent Jelito 
(see related story on page 1). 

Adamsen said 
commission officials 
believe construction of 
the train can begin in 
1993. The route would 
follow the roadbed of 
Interstate 15 from Las 
Vegas into the southern 
California area, ending 
south of Los Angeles in 
Orange County. 



WHO'S ON FIRST 

Conducted by BiU Chappell 

This is a new Spur feature in question and 
answer format to test, tease, and exercise your brain 
cells. You may learn some interesting facts along the 
way about railroading in general. 

This month's question is What was the first 
transcontinental railroad in America? (Caution: this 
is a trick question-Ed.) 

The answer will be published in the next issue of 
the Spur along with a new question. The reward for 

Joining the Santa Fe Modelers 
Organization 

Regular Memberships cost $18.00 year; Sustain
ing Memberships cost $28.00 year or more. Susta
ining members recieve the Santa Fe Modelers 
Magazine by first class postage. 

To join send your name and address and check 
to cover one years dues to: Stan Hall, Treasurer 
SFMO, 1704 Valley Ridge, Norman, OK 73072 

For Sale 

Anyone wishing to buy or sell equipment, tools, 
materials, or anything else related to model railroad
ing, this is the place where you can advertise. 

• Athern SD 45, BN colors; $12; see Pete Jelito 

• HP Lapel Pins. Sales are going strong. There 
are still some pins available; buy one for a friend. $5 
each; see Pete Jelito 

• Decals. Official Highland Pacific decals in 
proper colors (red, yellow, and white) to match 
adopted painting and lettering standards. $4 special 
includes road name, number, heralds, and car data. 
Get yours today; see Arie Korporaal. 

Sabotage at Del Mar Station 

reported by John Lutz, Spur reporter 

During recent construction in connection with 
the rehabilitation of the Del Mar Station it was 
discovered that a person or persons unknown had 
sabotaged the signaling system. The photoelectric 
sensors were installed to advise engineers they were 
nearing the track bumpers at the far end of the 
station. The sensors were removed from between 
each of the passenger tracks. 

One fails to understand why anyone would 
choose to take this action unless it was to spite the 
Highland Pacific Railroad. General Superintendent 
Jelito has promised a full investigation. 

Disaster Strikes at Angel's Flight 

reported by John Lutz, Spur reporter 

A disaster which might have resulted in a large 
loss of life was avoided when the haulage cable at 
Angel's Flight parted during off hours when now 
watch was on duty. 

The East Car turned upside down into the gully 
on that side. The West Car lay across three tracks at 
Bayshore. 

Even though the old wooden cars sustained little 
structural damage, had passengers been aboard many 
would have been seriously injured. Since no trains 
were operating at Bayshore at the time no collision 
occurred with Highland Pacific equipment on the 
mainline. 

For a time it was thought that this was another 
case of sabotage such as recently occurred at Del Mar 
Station. Further investigation indicated a fatigue in 
the cable. 

No doubt the fact that this facility was out of 
service for more than a year when the electric utility 
failed to provide power allowed undue stress at one 
point. The facility has been thoroughly rehabilitated 
and General Manager Reed, originator of the system, 
has assured this reporter that no stone has been left 
unturned to prevent any reoccurrence of trouble on 
this popular tourist spot. 


