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-FROM THE BUSINESS CAR 

by Pete Jelito, General Superintendent 

To show what happens if not enough people 
care about a venture, institution or even a railroad, 
pay close attention to what happened in Canada, our 
neighbors to the north. 

Most, but not all, rail service in Canada, known 
as VIA Rail (comparable to Amtrak) had its funding 
cut and hence trains cancelled outright or rescheduled 
to three times each week. Gone is the Super Conti
nental and the Canadian from years past These 
transcontinental trains could be ridden from Toronto 
or Montreal to Vancouver on the west coast Each 
train had 6 and 14 cars respectively, seven days a 
week. That makes a total of 140 cars each week in 
each direction. This compares to 42 cars per week 
now and this despite soldout trains during most of the 
summer and fall seasons. Other trains on the VIA 
system were cut outright with only freight left on the 
remaining track. 

We are not train fanatics but supporters of a 
balanced transportation system. So the next time you 
travel to San Diego, San Francisco, or Denver 
consider taking Amtrak and leave the driving and 
parking to someone else. 

Your concerns for retaining and even expanding 
passenger rail service can be (as has been proven by 
accomplished train expansions) fought by the 
National Association of Rail Passengers and through 
Train Riders Association of California by your 
generous support of one time donations or continued 
membership in eight or both organizations. If you 
are interested in membership of either or both 
organizations see Pete Jelito for further information. 

Prototype Now Rides HP Rails 
This former Southern Pacific box car was 

relettered for it's subsidiary Northwestern Pacific and 
assigned to maintenance-of-way duties. The car as 
apparently use to store various types of gasoline 
power tools including a supply of gasoline. What is 
unusual about the car is the window opening cut into 
the sides next to the Southern Pacific Lines herald. 

This car has been modeled using an Aiheam 
40-foot b ox car kit in HO-scaie and can be seen 
operating on the Highland Pacific Railroad. The 
model is equipped with an underbody magnet to pick ' 
up loose spikes and metal shavings along the HP 
right-of-way. Model and photograph by Jim Keena. 

Northwestern Pa zific MW 700 at Santa Rosa 



fCAUENDAR WHQ'SbNFIRST 

March 7, Wednesday 
Operating night 
Every member needed 

March 14, Wednesday 
Work night 
Board of Directors meeting 

March 21,28, Wednesdays 

Work nights 

April 1,1990, Sunday 
April Fool's Day-no foolin' 

nBOOK REVIEW 

SUPERPOWER: The Making of a Steam 
Locomotive 

Did you ever wonder exactly how locomotives 
used to be built in the great days of American 
railroading? Here, in text and marvelously detailed, 
accurate drawings, is the construction of the most 
powerful and efficient engine ever built, the 1070 
"Berkshire." You'll follow Ben, new apprentice 
following in the steps of his father and his grandfa
ther, as he begins work at the great "Loco" works in 
Lima, Ohio. 

One by one, Superpower unfolds the mysteries 
of the craftsmanship involved in building an 
engine-the foundry, where the massive frames are 
poured into damp sand molds; the machine shop 
where the intricate, detailed drawings are converted 
into equally precise parts; the forge; and the boiler 
shop. How are wheels made (it's not easy, as they 
mus be absolutely round and perfectly precise), or 
driving rods? How are rivets driven or a boiler 
constructed? All this and much more is explained in 
entertaining text and shown in 34 fine line drawings. 

In Superpower, David Weitzman has created the 
perfect train book. Large (13" X 11"), incredibly 
detailed, and thoroughly researched, this book, like 
the work of the "Loco," is a beautifully crafted 
document, a product of craftsmanship an care, 
recalling a time when quality and pride were endemic 
in our culture, intrinsic to our lives. 

conducted by Bill Chappell 

The first railway locomotive in the world was 
Trevithick's 1804 locomotive, designed and built 
primarily as a demonstration device, and to make a 
bet. This was what would today be called an 0-4-0, 
but of course no such numbering "system" then 
existed. 

In 1801, Richard Trevithick designed and built 
the world's first high-pressure stationary steam 
engine. This was a radical departure from the 
common low-pressure type of stationary steam 
engines, which had been in use for some time, and 
many bystanders predicted that it would do nothing 
but blow itself up. 

The locomotive was essentially a "travelling 
engine", as it was called by some, basically a 
stationary engine, with wheels added. It retained a 
very large flywheel, as was common, and spur gears 
from the flywheel axle drove an intermediate idler, 
which in turn, drove spur gears on the axles contain
ing the wheels. This looked something like a large 
clock moving down the track. There was only one 
cylinder. 

The demonstration was held on Feb. 21,1804, 
on the Penydarren Tramroad, a mining railway, 
which normally used horses to pull each mine car of 
iron ore, near Merthyr Tydfil, Wales. The owner of 
Penydarren Ironworks wagered a neighbouring 
ironmaster the the "travelling engine" would haul ten 
(English) tons of iron on the tramroad from Penydar
ren to Abercynon, about 9.7S miles, for £525 sterling. 
This first railway locomotive in the world pulled 4 
cars loaded with 10 tons of iron (and about 70 
sightseers), for the distance of 9.75 miles, on 2% 
grades. These were the first people to travel by a 
mechanically powered railway train. The trip took 4 
hours and 5 minutes to complete. 

The track was of flanged cast iron rails, in the 
shape of the letter "L", laid on stone blocks. This 
type was in common use on the animal powered 
mining railways of this period. Each piece of this rail 
was about 3 feet long, which sufficed for the low 
weights and speeds of horse-drawn cars, but could 
not stand up to the weight and pounding caused by 
Trevithick's locomotive, which smashed the cast iron 
plates into many pieces. The demonstrations lasted 
only a few months for this reason. 

Next month's question: What was the first 
railroad in Los Angeles county, when did it open, and 
name what cities it ran between? 
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